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ddress to the People of the Southern
States. :
At a large meeting of Southern members
both Houses of Congress, held at the C:E-
lon the evening of the 7th ultimo, the
on. Horpkixs L. T‘lf'ghzf, ofTelznme,
ving been appointed Chairman at a pre-
Tﬁneétin ',p&kiha(:hir_;n_nd on.motion
the Hon. Davip Hugsarn, of Alabama,
> Hon. WiLeiam J. Austox, of Alabama,
appointed Secretary.
Whereupon, the Hon, A. P. BuTLeR, o
uth Carglina, from the comumittee appoint-
at a preliminary meeting, reported an Ad-
bss to the Southern people, recommending
b establishment, at Washington City, of a
wspaper, to be devoted to the support and
ence of Southern interests; which was
hd, and with some slight modifications,

ed. -
'll)itm following resolution was offered by
b Hon. Taonas L. CLixemax, of Nor
rolina, and unanimously adopted by the
reting.
Resolved, unanimously, That the commitice, in
hing the Address, be instructed to give with it
of the 8 and Rep ‘_l.ive;l i::
ngress who concur in the ition to estal )
Southern Organ, as mmltucd by their subscrip-
ns to the several copies of the plan in circulation,
ho may hereafter authorise said committee to in-
de their names,

Maryland.—Senator: Thomas G. Pratt.
Virginia.—Senators: R. M. T. Bunter,
M. Mason. Representatives: J. A.
ddon, Thos. H. Averett, Paulus Powell,
K. Meade, Alex. R. Holladay, Thos.
Bocock;, H. A. Edmundson, Jeremiah
brion.
North Carolina.—Senator: Willie P.
angum. Representatives: T. L. Cling-
in, A. W. Venable, W. S. Ashe.
South Carolina.—Senators: A. P. But-
, F. H. Elmore. Representatives: John
Queen, Joseph A. Woodward, Daniel
allace, Wm. . Colcock, James L. Orr,
mistead Burt, Isaac E. Holmes. !
Georgia.—Senators: John McP. Berrien,
illiam C. Dawson. Representatives: Jo
h W. Jackson, Alex. H. Stephens, Rob-
Toombs, H. A. Haralson, Allen I
ven.
Alabama.—Senator: Jeremiah Clemens.
presentatives: David Hubbard, F. W.
wdon, S. W. Inge, W. J. Alston, S.
. Harris.
ississippi.—Senator. Jeflerson Davis.
hpresentatives: W. S. Featherston, Jacob
ompson, A. G. Brown, W. W. Mec-
illie. '
ouisiana.—Senators: S. U. Downs,
arre Soule. Representatives: J. H. Har-
hnson, Emile La Sere, Isaac 13. Morse.
Arkansas,—Senators: Solon Borland, W.
bustian.  Representative: R. W. John-

Texas.—Representatives: Vol. E. ITow-
, D. S. Kaufman.
| Missouri.—Senator: D. R.
spresentative: James S. Green.
'g.'mmcky.—l{épresentatives: R. I1. Stan-
1, James L. Johnson.
Tennesses.—Senator: Hopkins L. Tur-
Representatives: James H. Thomas,
ederick P. Stanton, C. H. Williams,
hn H. Savage.
Florida.—Senators: Jackson Morton, D.
Yulee. Representative: 1. Carrington
bell. 2
[ And upon motion, the meeting adjourned.
| I'YOPI{L\'S L. TURNEY, Chairman.
IATTEST

Atchison.

Wau J. Austox, Secretary.

THE ADDRESS

e committee to which was referred the
duty cf preparing an Address to the peo-
ple of the slaveholding States upon the
 subject of a Southern Organ, to be estab-
lished in the City of Washington, put
| forth the following :

| FELrow-citizens: A number of Sena-
Irs and Representatives in Congress from
e Southern States of the Confederacy deep-
| impressed with a sense of the dangers
hich beset those States, have considered
refully our means of self-lefence within
‘e Union and the Constitution, and have
ime to the conclusion that it is highly impor-
Int to establish in this city a paper, which,
lithout reference to political party, shall be
woled to the rights and interests ol the
buth, so far as they are involved in the ques-
ons growing out of African slavery. 'To
tablish and maintain such a paper, your
hpport is necessary, and accordingly we
ldress you on the subject.

In the contest now going on, the consti-
itional equality of fifteen States is put in
[1estion.  Some sixteen hundred millions
orth of negro property is involved directly,
1d indivectly, though not less surely, ann-
ilculable amount of property in other forms.
lut to say this is to state less than half the
pom that hangs over you. Your social
rms and institutions—which separate the
uropean and the African races into distinct
asses, and assign to each a different sphere
) society—are threatened with overthrow
Whether the negro is to occupy the same
heial rank with the ‘w}ule man, and enjoy
qually the rights, privileges, and immuni-
les of citizenship—in short, all the honors
hd dignities of society—is a question ol
reater- moment than any mere question of
roperty can be. _
| Such is the contest now going on—a con-
st in which public opinion, if not the pre-
Lailing, is destined to be a most promment
ree ; and yet, no organ of the uuited inter
%ts of those assailed has as yet been es-
blished, nor does there exis: any paper
thich can be the common medium for an
terchange of o“miniuns amongst the "South-
fn States. Public opinion, as il has been
brmed and directed by the combined influ-
ince of .interest and prejudice, is the force
thich has been most potent against us in
he war now going on against the institu-
‘on of negro slavery ; and yet we have ta-
n no effectual means to make and main-
hin that issue with it upon which our safety
nd perhaps our social existence depends.

hoever will look to the history of this

estion, and to the circumstances un-
er which we are now placed, must see
hat our position is one of imminent danger,
nd one to be defended by nll the means,
oral and political, of whick we can avail

ourselves in the present emergency. The
warfare against African slavery commenced,
as is k , with Great Britain, who, after
having contributed mainly to its establish-
ment in the New World, devoted her most
earnest vflorts, for purposes not yet fully ex-
plained, to its abolition in America. How
wjuly.tﬂ was done, so far as her own col-
onies wel cancemmi, time has determined;
and all comment upon this subject on our
: would be entirely superfluous, 1I,
wever, her purpose was to reach and em-
barrass us on this subject, her efforts have
not been withoutsuccess. A common origin
a common language, have made the English
literature ' ours to a great extent, and the
efforts of the British Government and people
to mould the public opinion of all who
epeak the English language, bave not been
vain or fruitless.  On the contrary, they
have been deeply felt wherever the Eng-
lish language is spoken; and the more
efficient nf dangerous, because, as yet,
the South has taken no steps to alppear and
plead at the bar of the world, before which
she has been summoned, and by which she
has been tried already without a hearing.
Secured by constitutional guaranlies, and
independent of all the world, so far as its
domestic institutions were concerned, the
South has reposed under the conciousness
of right and independence, and foreborne to
plead at a bar which she knew had no juris-
diction over this particular subject. In this
we have been theoretically right, but prac-
tically we have made a great mistake. All
means, political, diplomatic, and lterary,
have been used to concentrate the public
opinion, not only of the world at large, but
o[‘ our own country, against us; and resting
upon the undoubted truth that our domestic
institutions were the subjects of no Govern-|
ment but our own local Governments, and
concerned no one but ourselves, we have
been passive under these assaults, until
danger menaces us from every quarter. A
great party has grown up, and is increasing
in the United States, which seems to think
it a duly they owe to earth and heaven to
make war on o domestic institution upon
which are staked our property, our social
organization, and our peace and safety.
Sectional feelings have been invoked, and
those who wielnEl: the power of this Govern-
ment have been tempted almost, if not quite,
beyond their power of resistance, to wage a
war against our property, our rights, and
our social system, which, if successfully
prosecuted, must end in our destruction.
Every inducement—the love of power, the
desire to accomplish what are, with less
truth than plausibility, called *“‘reforms”—
all are offered to tempt them to Enrc:is upon
those who are represented, and, in fact,
seem to be an easy prey to the spoiler. Our
eqality under the Constitution is, in eflect,
denied; our social institutions are derided
and contemned, and ourselves treated with
contumely and scorn through all the avennes
which have as yet been opened to the pub-
lic opinion of the world.  That these
assaults should have had their effect is not
surprising, when we remember that, as yet,
we have offered ne organized resistance to
them, and opposed but little, except the iso-
lated efforts of members of Congress, who
have occasionally raised their voices against
what they believe to be wrongs and injustice.

It is time that we should meet and main-
tain an issue, in which we find ourselves i[}—
volved by those who make war upon us in
regard to every interest that is peculiar to
us, and which is not enjoyed in common with
them, however guarantied by solemn com-
pact, and no matter how vitally involving our
prosperity, happiness, and safety. Itis time
that we should take measures to defend our-
selves against assaults which can end in
nothing short of our destrnction, if we nfpose
o resistance to them. Owing to accidental
circumstances, and a want of knowledge of
the true condition of things in the Southern
States, the larger portion of the press and of
the political literature of the wotld has been
directed against us. The moral power of
public opinion carries political strength along
with it, and if against us, we must wrestle
with it or fall. 1f, as we firmly believe, truth
is with us, there is nothing to discourage us
in such an eflort.

The eventual strength of an opinion is to
be measured, not by the number who may
chance to entertain it, but by the truth which
sustainsit We believe—nay, we know, that
truth is with us, and therefore we should not
shrink from the contest. We have too much
staked upon it to shrink or to tremble—a
property interest, in all ils forms, of incalcu-
lable amount and value ; the social organiza-
tion, the equality, the Liberty, nay, the exis-
tence of fourteen or fifteen States of the Con-
lederacy—all rest upon the result of ﬂic
struggle in which we are engaged. We
must maintain the equality of our political
position in the Union ; we must maintain the
digzity and respectabil.ty of our socul posi-
tion before the world ; and must maintain
and secure our liberty and rights, so lar as
our united efforts can protect them ; “."']‘ il
possible, we must effect all this within the
pale of the Union, and by means known to

wart of such an organ, heretofore, has been
perhaps one of the leading causes of our pre-
sent condition. °

There is no paper at the Seat of Govern-

went throngh which we can hear or be heard |

fairly ‘and truly by the country. There is a
paper here which makes the abolition of sla-
very its main and paramount end. There
are other papers here which make the main-
tenance ol political parties their supreme and
contml!ius object, but none which consider
the preservation of sixteen hundred millions
of property, the équality and liberty of tour-
teen or fifteen States, the pratection of the
white man against Africon equality, as para-
mount over, or even equal to, the mainten-
nance of some political \organization which is
to secure a President, who is an object of
interest not because he will certainly rule, or
perhaps ruin the South, but chiefly for the
reason that he will possess and bestow office
and spoils. The South has a peculiar posi-
tion, -and her important rights and interests
are objects of continual assault from the ma-
Jority; and the party press, dependent as it
is upon that majority for its means of living,
will always be found laboring to excuse the
assailants, and to paralyze all efforts at resist-
ance. How is it now? The abolitiou party
can always be heard through its press at
the Seat of Government, but through what
organ or press at Washington can Soutliern
men communicate with the world, or with

each other, upon their own peculiar inter-
ests? So far from writing, or permittind

anything to be written, which is calculated

to defend the rights of the South, or state its

case, the papers here are engaged in lulling

the South into a false security, and in man-

ufacturing there an artificial public sentiment,

suitable for some PresiIentiul platform,

though at the expense of any and every in-

terest you may possess, no matter how dear

or how vital and momeutous.

This state of things results from party ob-
ligations and a regard to party success. And
they but subserve the ends of their estab-
lishment in consulting their own interests,
and the advancement of the party to which
they are pledged. You cannot lock to them
as sentinels over interests that are repugnant
to the feelings of the majority of the self-
sustaining Purty.

In the Federal Legislature the South has
some voice and some votes; but over the pub-
lic press, as it now stands at the Seat of
Government, the North has a controlling in-
fluence. The press-of this city takes its
tone from that of the North, KEven our
Southern press is subjected, more or less, to
the same influence. Our public men, yes,
our southern men, owe their public standing
and reputation too often tothe commendation
and praise of the Northern press.  Southern
newspapers republish from their respective
party organs in this city, and in so do-
ing, reproduce—unconscious, doubtless, in
most instances, of the wrong they do—the
northern opinion in regard to public men
and measuzes. How dangerous such astate
of things must be to the fidelity of your re-
presentatives it is needless to say! They
dre but men, and it would be unwise to sup-
pose that they are beyond the reach of temp-
tations which influence the rest of mankind.

Fellow-citizens, it rests with ourselves to
alter this state of things, so far as the South
isconcerned. We have vast interests, which
we are bound, by many considerations, to
defend with all the moral and political means
in our power. One of the first steps to this
areat end is to establish a Southern Organ
here, a paper through which we may com-
muné with one another and the world at
large. We do not propose to meddle with
political parties as they now exist; we wish
to enlist every southern man ina southern
cause, and in !ef:-nce of southern rights, be
he Whig or be he Democrat. We do not
propose to disturb him, or to shake him in

his party relations.  All that we ask is, that
he shzll consider the constitutional rights of
the South, wiich are involved in the great
abolition movement, as paramount to all
party and all other political considerations.
And surely the time has come when all
southern men should unite for the purpose of
self-defence. Our relative power in the
Legislature of the Union is diminishing with
every census; the dangers which menace us
are daily becoming greater; and, the chief in-
strument in the assaults upon usis the public
press, over which,owing to oursupineness, the
North exercises a controlling influence.  So
far as the South is concerned, we can change
and reverse this state of things. It is not
to be borne, that public sentiment at the South
should be stifled or controlled by the party
press.

Let us have a press of our own, as the
North has, both here and at home—a press
which shall be devoted to Southern rights,
and animated by Southern feeling; which
shall look not to the North but the South fur
the tone which is to pervade it. Claiming
our share of power in Federal Legislation, let
us also claim our share of influence in the
press of the country. Let us organize in
every Southern town and county, so as to
send this paper into every lhouse in the land.
Let us take, too, ail the means necessary to

the Constitution. The union of the South |
upon these vital interests is necessary, nol |
only for the sake of the South, but perliaps|

for the sake of the Union. We Lave great

|
the world at large, but of those who, consti- |

tuting a majority, wield the power ol our|
own confederated States. We must defend
those interests by all legitimate means, o
else perish cither in or without the effort. T'e
meke successful defence, we must unite with
each other upon one vital llllcglion’ and make
the most of our political strength.  We must
do more—we must go beyoiid our entrench-
ments, and meet even the more distant and
indirect, but by no means harmless assaults,
which are directed aguinst us. We, too,
can appeal to public opinion. Our assailont;
act upon theory, tu their theory we can op-
pose experience. They reason upon an
imaginary “state of things to, this we may
oppose truth and actual knowledge. To do
this, however, we too must open up avenues
to the'public mind ; we, too, must have an
organ through which we can appeal to the

world, and commune with each other. The

interests exposed to the assaults, not only ol |

watutain the paper hy :=ll}'-'r‘:'r;llirl11.| sn as to
) cienlation, ol promte the
slrlf':l\| of Lnuslodoe and toath I.el cvery
1:--1li--|1 of the Sonth Turmeh e full -|ur_ul'.»_ ol
Talent and money o sustia o paper which
onght to be s |;- el ]‘." all, because it will
bie devoted to the joterest |_|I'i'\t,‘l'_\' Saoutliern
wman, It will I
cotmmittee who wie charged with these ar-

ierense s

the earnest ellnrt of the

rangements, to procure editors of high talent
and standing; and they will also see that the
paper s conducted without eppositi n, aml
without reference to the political parties of
the day., With these assurances, we feel
justilied in calling upon you, the people of
the Southern States—to make the necessary
elforts to establish and maintain the proposed
paper.
A. P. BUTLER,
JACKSON MORTON,
. TOOMBS,
- J. THOMPSON.
Covnrsuir,—The plain English of the po-
litest address of a gentleman to a lady is—
I am now, dear madam, the humblest of your
servants—be so good as to allow me to be
your lord and master.

Washington, Wednesday, .nly 10, 1S50.

SPEECH OF .
Mr. JACOB THOMPSON, of Miss.,
On the Californiv Question,  deliveved in the
House of Representatives, June 5, 1850

| The House being in Committee of the Whole
on the state of the Union, on the President’s

Message, Mr. THOMPSON said:

Mr. Crameyas @ During this * long-protracted
debate on the admission of California, and the
formation of povernments for our territories, |
have been a silent, patient listener.

sion, for the purpose of dt-.liniug my tion be-
fore my eonstituents. T have not endeavored to
control or diréct public sentiment at home or
clsewhere. My constitnents understand me, and
I believe L understand them, There exists between
us a mutuality of confidence, an identity of in-
Mfu of

us

terests, a sympathy of fecling, and

principle. that our very instinets Wo

to the same conclusions. They love this Union,
they desire its perpetuation, they would pour
out their blood in the defence of its flag.  But
they also love their rights, they will maintain
their honor, and they will submit to any sacrifice
to uphold that Constitation which made us a
united people.  They will ask for nothing bus
what is right, and it is worse than vain to sup-
pose that they will submit to that which is
wrong. Whigs and Democrats of Mississippi
will stand firmly banded together on this com-
mon platform.

T eame to this Congress deeply impressed with
the magnitude of the duties devolved upon its
members.  Before I took my seat, knowing 1
wais to act with the minority on this floor, I re-
solved to offer nothing to adjust existing diffieul-
ties,  On the majority rested the whole respon-
sibility of every proposition and every action.
No Southern member has made any proposition
on these questions which divide the North from
the South at my suggestion or with my consent.
The North, the great, the powerful, and T inay
add, the imperions North, have now the destinies
of this country in their hands. They ean op-
press, they can insult by odious and unjust dis-
eriminations, they can revile and spew tf:eir dis-
gusting and revolting saliva upon the South,
which is teo weak to control this central Gov-
ernment, and growing weaker by the desertion
of her sons on aceount of her weakness; but
they eannever degrade and humiliate that people
a8 long as the spirit of Washington and Henry,
Jackson and Calhoun shall animate their hearts.
To the patriotism and magnaminity of this great
North 1 now appeal. You ean’ preserve the
Constitation and maintain the Union.  You ean
restore peace to atronbled eountry, and create
anew that confidence between the members of
this confederacy  which is pow well-nich de-
stroyedl. B
But, Me, Chairman, we hear it asserted that
the difference between the North and the South
are fundamental and irreconcilable, and can nev-
er be compromised, If this be true, we had
better take immediate steps for effeeting a peace-

T have not |
deemed it necessary to eater upon IE discus- |

}cimuuml.nmcu., to aftillate with every faction,
(and enroll among their ranks every discomtent
| and every deserter from our party; and, eonse-

quently, they ean have no unity of purpose or
| identity of prineiple. They ean never adminis-

| ter this Government with success, ::::ﬁ can
(never adjust these difficultios ¥ to
the nation. In addition, the very deceptions
practised, and frauds committed, in obtaining
wwer, will prove an insuperable bar to them.
{ this conntry is saved, it has to be done by
the Demoemtic party. Let us only for a mo-
ment review our past history,

It was this party, undes the lend of Mr. Jef-
ferson, who made the purchase of Louisiana,

country, in the fuce of the most violent opposi-
tion of the Federal party. It was this party
who carried the country in triumph  through
the war with Great Britain in 1812, whilst the
opposition was weakening: its movements
o by threats of "ﬂhu&nog . Itwas ‘;ﬁ{a&‘;
which remaoved the Indians to the country West
of the Mississippi, and opened our new States
to settlement and cultivation, by an industrious
and energetic people, amidst the sympathetic
tears und cries of their opponents.  When the
moneyed power, organized under the lead of a
great National Bank, aspired to the control of
the industrial pursuits of this country, and even
to the distribution of its honors and “offices, un-
der the lead of the patriotic Jackson, in solid
phalanx, we brﬂ:m!u(!l the storm, and sustained
the strong arm of our leader, whilst he throttled
the monster; and now, while that great power
lies quietly in the dust, all the people rejoice
over its demisc.

One of the charges of aggression made by the
South on the North, by the gentleman from
Ohio, [Mr. Campsery,] in the ennctment of the
revenue tarif of 1846, and which works so ad-
mirably as far to exceed our most sanguine ex-
pectations.  ‘T'his great measare of equality and
relief to the labor of the country, did surely not
find its peculiar advoeates in the South. ~ The
whole party, North and South, are willing to
share its responsibility and elaim its proportion
of the honor.

This party has ever advocated an economical
Government, and opposed extravagant expendi-
tures, though it has often been defeated in this
poliey by desertion from its own ranks, This
party has ever contended for n strict construe-
tion of the Constitution, maintaining the rights
of'all the States, and resisting the centralization
of power in the Federal Government.

When the great question of the annexation of
Texas came up for discussion and decision, the
whole party, abating a few deserters, took hold
of it with zeal and decision. I remember well
our commotions ; and if any section of our purty,
by its talent and energy deserved to lead the
others in this  movement, from a full and per-
sonal acquaintance with all the facts, this posi-
tion should be assigned to the indomitable spir-
its of the Northwest, 1t was followed by a war
with Mexieo, and for the most part, the Demo-

and added that vast and fertile territory to our |-
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no recognition of the constitutional existence of
slavery in any part of these territories, north or
south, or east or west, of any line of latitude or
longitude. Neither will you have a repeal of any
exiating law prohibiting slavery."'

Thus summarily disposing of the whole con-
troversy, he begins.an argument to convinee

most successful means of guining his ends, and
of doing so with the least offence to the South.
This is the method of adjustment, and such is
the palpable effect, recommended by n Southern
President for the adoption of Congress.  The
letter of the Constitution is-observed, in ordér to
make the most vital thrusts it its spirit,

Congress, it is trie, has the power to admit
new States,  Such is the letter of the Constitu.
tion; but in & wanton and abitrary exercise of
that power which is addressed to the discretion
of Cougress, n great and palgﬁbh: wrong could

Chary oot Sl

and ont.

ket )

for ndmission into our Union as u State with her
negro population: would the South have no
right to complain, to resist, heeause Congress
hus the power to admit new States, and the ma-
Jurity must exercise its discretion as it may suit
their tastes and rrejudiuus. So it a handful of
squatters upon the common territory, entering
and taking ‘l'lomuuinn of the public property in
violation of the law, should undertake 'to erect
themselves into a sovereignty and demand ad-
mission as a State, claiming to exercise in one
branch of the legislative department of the Gov-
ernment, a power equal to the oldest or largest
State of the Union, there is scarcely n freoman
in the whole country who would not feel indig-
nant at the proposition. This feeling would Iﬁa
inereased, it we learned that the individuals com-
posing this community were but yesterday citi-
zens of u hostile rqmglic. knew nothing of our
institutions, and had given no proof whatever of
their attaclment to our Government. The ad-
mission of a State under such eireumstances,
would be an outrage, the more insulting and in-
tolerable beeguse it is sought to bhe done under
the letter of the Constitution.  But to carve a

State out of the territory belonging to the Uni-

ted States, without any permission from Con-

oress, or, a8 it has been done in the case of Cal-

ifornin, when Congress expressly refused to

grant permission, whose dnty it is to dispose of
and to make all needful rules'and regulations

respecling the same, without knowing who in-
habit the same—whether citizens or foreigners,
who voted for the Constitution which they pre-
sent as republican, whether that elause of the Con-
stitution which requires “the number of Repre-
sentatives shall not exceed one for every thirty
thousand” is not openly violated—is presump-
tous indeed beyond any parallel found in the past

listory of the Government.  And I feel no hesi-

taney in saying, that were it not for the most

hin[.rm]:u' position of other questions connected

with the territories, there would not be found a

sensible man in the whole country, who would

cratie party sustained our troops, supplied our

able separation,  This Government ia hased on
the affections of the people, and can never be
maintained by force,  Adopt any line of policy
which impairs the rights or destroys the confi-
dence of any section of this confederncy, and
you will alicnate the hearts of the people, and
sow the seeds of a rupture which can only be
carried out in blood. ’

But 1 amnot yet prepared to believe this.  "The
South has constitutional rights, for which alone
they contend, and the whole is included in the
sitple axiomatie truth, that her property, under
the flag of the Union, shall receive the same pro-
teetion and guardianship which it affords to the
property of all other eitizens.  In other words,
that this Government shall be her friend, and
not her enemy.  This prineiple is opposed by the
North from jenlousy of political power, and from
a prejudice against the iustitntion of slavery,
which they desire to overthrow. If the South
yields, she yields rights—rights secured by the
Constitution. If the North yields, she yields
prejudices,  If the Sounth yicelds, it, of eourse,
will be considered that she does so from her
weakness.  If the North yields, she ean elaim,
and it will be awarded to her, that her course is
actuated from a motive of magnanimity and n
praiseworthy desire to do richt, and to preserve
the uuion and harmony of the States. You
have the vantage ground, and it is to be seen if
you have that nobleness of spirit which should
actuate patriots in the present trying erisis.

But I am met with a grave charge upon the
{South: that her statesinen have alwnys exerted
a controlling influence over the poliey of the
Government. This is a serious charge, if it had
any meaning.  But, suppose we admit its truth,
is it not evidence that Sonthern poliey has heen
most aceeptable to the whole people 2 The grreat
founders and leaders of the two  parties which
have divided thia country, Jefferson and Hamil-
ton, the one was a Southern, the other a North-
ern man; both men of greet talent, and hoth
patriots: but the Southern stafesman bheesme
the fuvorite of the rvup]v. North and South;
and simply beeause his prineiples commended
themselves to the spprobation and hearts of the
masses of the people every where, and, there-
fore, received their ﬁnprurl and sanetion.  From
that day to thishe has been, and continnes to be,
an honored leader in both sections.

But this charge is only a part of that systematic
effort which has been enrried on for years to ex-
cite the prejudices of the North uagainst the
South. It hasno reason init,  And here Imust
take oceasion to warn the Democrats of another
object for this charge: Ttisa part of the old

armics, and were entitled to wear the honors of
our triwmph,  "T'he result of this war was the ae-
quigition of the territories of New Mexico and
California.

Candor requires e to say that the Democratic
party arc respousible for . these acquisitions,
And.when pence had been declared, had we been
able then to settle all the conflicting questions
arising out of this extension of our common
country, I doult not onr party this hour had
been in power. But our failure then to settle
all these questions shook the confidence of the
country, and amidst the discontent and confusion
which was consequent upon the failure, the peo-
ple called our opponents into powerand imposed
this responsibility upon them, It is thought by
many that this relieved our party fromall respon-
sibility. This is a contracted and improper view
of the subject. As partisuns, but as partisans
alone, is this position true.  But as patriots, as
lovers of the Union and of constitutional liberty,
I appeal to you to come to the reseue.  Itis ap-
parent that the Administration can never make
an adjustment without throwing itself into the
arms of those who desire to put their heel upon
the South, and thus make these acquisitions a
curse upon the country,  And it must be further
apparent, that in future, the South will be con-
strained to afliliaste with that party North, of
whatever denomination, that will nobly make
sacrifices in this crisis to sustain her rights.

You cannot, then, believe that the flag of the
Union owes us no protection of our slave prop-
erty on the ocean or in our territories. It you
are Democrats, willing Lo support the Constitn-
tion in its integrity, yon must Lielieve that it
gunranteed every richt existing hefore its forma-
wtion,  As sovereign States, we had this right
before we entered the Union. This is most
clear, By that associntion we lost no rights
but received assurances from a united people of
an additional gruarantee, by an arm stronger than
our own. As Democrats, you eannot desire to
surround us with a * cordon of free States,”
thus alarming the fears of property holders,
rendering insecure our titles, and thns foreing a
free people, by the pressure without, to abolish
slavery within, and that, too, by the action of a
common Government, a common friend.

As Demaocrats, with a love for the whole peo-
ple of the Union, you cannot entertain such Imu-
tility to us and to our institutions thus guaran-
teed by the Constitution, as to maintatn that dis-
union and all its train of consequences are to be
preferred to an admission that a single acre of
our large common domain, which onght to be
lcommon pasture ground for us all, shall be set

Federal tacties to break down your party, and i aside for the occupancy of Southern property.

bring vou under Federal misrule.

I think T have a right, Mr. Chairman, on this
| occasion, to make an appeal to the Demoeratie
| party. 1 have no elaim on the Whig party : there

L‘flﬂ nlways heen opposition and contention he-
tween us, beeause, after the straitest sect, I have
been a Demoerat ; and, as some of our opponents
prefer the phrase, I have been a progressive De-
mocerat. | have always believed it to he the
anly national party—sometimes doing wrong,
| but. ever aiming at the right. T say, I have a
[ right to mingle my voiee in your couneils; and
l'in doing =o, | st premise, with a statement of
my firm belief, that once finally destroy and
thoroughly disunite that party, snd from that
lil-‘l_‘,‘ ihis Union is in imminent peril; the oppos-
|ing foree to the wild fanaticisin of the North
| will be removed, and the complete triumph of
| faetion will be followed by inevitable and blast-
ing evils to our country. It has long been
| ehared at the South that all parties of the North
| were alike in their virulent apposition to South-
ern rights.  Heretofore we could point to the
record to disprove these assertions, and the peo-
ple have taken the evidence. One by one, we

.| have seen those noble spirita who refused to

[ how to the nnreasonable prejudices of section,
| and manfully advoeated t‘;m Constitution as it
|is, fall in the conflict. But we have mourned
[ their fate, and in our heart of hearts we will
cherish their memories.  Session afler session,
we have witnessed descrtions upon this floor
and at the other end of the Capitol, and all of
us have united in denouncing and despising the
tenitors.  But up to this time, some choice spirits
have remained, matﬁuiuut]lty large in nu.ml;ter and
respeetable in talent, to keep up our unity as a
sa.rty, and to command the respect and )::onﬁ-
ence of the country. It isleft for you to settle
these agitating questions—you ¢an do it.
The party in power having long been in a
minority, have bgen constrained, by the foree of

If you hold these opinions and entertain these
desires, and intend to earry them out, my honest
convietion is, that it is best for us to separate,
and separate now.  Postponement will but ag-
gravate the evil day, which will come as certain-
Iy as that death is the doom of us all,

When 1 know these things have been said
here by enraged madmen, I will not believe the
whole North thus abandoned and unjust.  And
in my unbelief, 1 have hope, faint, it is true, but
strong enough to prevent me from believing 1
am surrounded by enemies,

I have waited, Mr. Chairman. for propositions
from the North. I have not allowed myself to
become indissolubly wedded to any thing,  Tam
ready to take hold of any measure which deals
with the whole country fairly and justly. 1
want a measure which gives finality to all these
sectional discussions and diflerences, preserving
the equality of the States, and the integrity of
the rights of all, for the present, and promising
peace and seeurity for the future,

With these views, 1 shall examine the propo-
sitions which have been made, and express my
opinions freely,

The first plan, in order, for adjusting all our
difficulties, is that offered by the Administration,
nominally under the gmidance of a Southern
man. ‘This admits California as a State, and
Jeaves all other questions open until the people
of the territorics, li\-iniin the meanwhile under
military sway, form State Govermnents, and
apply for admission as States.

he gentleman from New York [Mr. Duen])
comes forward as one of the earliest, and, it is
proper to add, one of the ablest advocates for
this line of operations; and, before ke begins his
argument, he prefaces it with this wost singular
avowal:

‘California with her boundaries, will be ad-
mitted into the Union, and you will have no es-
tablishment of slavery, or, if you prefer the phrase,

not reject such a proposition with contempt ns
cheapening our institutions, and degrading the
States of this confederacy.

What, then, could have induced a sluvehold-
ing President, who is ehurged with the custody of
the public property, to have advised the people in
the . territories to form themselves into States,
so soon after Congress had vefused to nuthorize
them 1o exeente this privilege?  After the Mis-
souri strugale, and after the discussions during
the last Presidential election, he Aist have
known, if he knew anything about pn;'al ical ques-
tions, that unless the applying tereitory exelu-
ded slavery, it wis vain to expeet to gain admit-
tance. I say, he must have known this; his
special agent (I B King) knew this; the de-
butes of the eonvention show that this maiter
was well understood there,  Southern adven-
turers, some of whom were the owners of slaves;
in their anxicty to get into pluce hy the adwmnis-

their own property, and humilinted themselves,
in order to pander to this fell spirit of Abolition,
which runs riot over the land.  Yet, you eall
the Constitution presented here, the free act,
and the embodied will of Californin! T do not
believe it. I have a great respect for the voice
of the ruo le in any community, when fairly ex-
pressed.  Butit must be the voice of the people
—the people who have an abiding interest in their
government, and not sojourners who do not ex-
peet to be governed by the laws which they
make. It must be a people who feel free and
independent to decide finnlly all questions sub-
mitted to them. Thid was not the case with
the people of Culifornia.

In the first place, an acquaintanee with frontier
life convinees me, that u territorinl government
is better saited for them, than a State govern-
ment, till a fixed, permanent population is obiain-
ed. To raise revenune sofficient to support a
State government, will be onerous upon a peo-
ple who emigrate without eapital, and who have
not had the necessary time to acquire that property
which will be subjeet to taxation.  Inevery case
heretofore, the General povernment has borne
this borden, and Californin, if admitted now, will
come in & mendieant, asking for alms of this
Government. This will not enable her to take
her equal position among her sister States.  She
has already demanded and received from the
officers of the United States, money which was
in the Treasury of the United States, without an
appropriation by law.  And it becomes a grave
question, if' these executive officers instituted
with the enstody of the public money, have not
already subjected themselves to impeachment by
thus disposing of the public money.

In the second place, in forming a State Gov-
ernment, and in the rrohihitiun of slavery, the
people were tampered with, and were not free to
follow their own choice. See how beantifully
President Taylor defines his action in the premi-
ses: “This course,” he says in his Californin
message, “on their part, though in accordance
with, was not adopted exclusively in conse-
quence of any expression of my wishes, inas-
muech as measures tending to this end had been
promoted by the officers sent there by my prede-
cessor,”  How mueh influence he cfirl exert so
as not to amount to an exclusion of all other in-
luences, would require a very exact calenlation.
i Iere, as in other cases, when | have to examine
[the course of the Administeation, I feel no dis-
position to press comments to the extreme. T
regard him as a mere puppet in the hands of
strong and wicked men, playing a part, the force
of whieh he cannot comprehend. I am forced
to the belief that this whole plan of inducing
the territories to form State Governments, with-
out the consent of Congress, originated in the
anxious desire to avoid the exposure of the
fraud by which the last Presidential election was
carricd.  As a further evidence of this influence,
[ read from the letter of General Riley, dated
June 30, 1849 :

A few prefer a territorial organization, but 1
think a majority will be in favor of a State Gov-
ernment, 50 us to avoid all further difficulties re-
specting the question of slavery.””

the inflnences which controlled the people in

ial government, it is so manifestly their interest
to do so. But gentlemen are so determined to
Jciads of tak poople when thy com o fo

eci of e when come to form
a Btate govmmmgn a regular way. possessing
an entire independence,

this House that this Administration plan is the

Suppose the Republic of Hayti should apply

sion of California voted for the exclusion of
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But my objeet is not to make an urprument
ngainst the admission of California, but to state
my objeetions to the plan of the Administration

for adjus all these difliculties betweon the
North and the South. After admitting Culifor-

nin, we then make o halt, and wait for the music,
Wait till New Mexieo and Utal have formed
State governments, and :q:plivl for admission.
But this is pure nonsense, Utuh, vnder the
name of Descret, has alrcady formed a State
constitution, and she is now applying for ad-
mission, evidence bofore vs induces me to
believe Utah has as many pertnanent settlers as
California, though the latter has much the
largest number of visiters and sojourners. Her

ia, but it-omits one important item, and that is
m-lo'imrpmte the Wilmot p;uvinu in hm:‘
constitution, and to send here her scnators and

representatives, elected hefore she was ne-

oo HF QS Existence, Ltah
L B

s no friend in this cabinel; she is presump-
tuous in asking admittance.  Why this diserim-
ination agninst her! Simply becanse she does
not eome here to insult the South with her ex-
clusions of' her people from her unsettled terri-
tory with their property. “Fair dealingis a jew-
el.” But the hero of Buena Vista surrenders
himselt’ into the lead of his Wilmot-provise
Cabinet to such an extent as to make many of
his true friends hang their heads in mortification
and shame,  Again, New Mexico is soon to be-
ecome n State, in the opinion of the President.
Her delegate, Mr. Smith, eatehing the spirit of
the men on this floor, has found out how he can

make friends, and organize a party in favor of

her admission; and that is, by abusing the land

of his birth and the institations of his futhers,

pandering to the predjudices of anignorant pop-

ulation at home, both againstslavery and auuinat,

their lawful sovereign, Texas, and by inducing

her to come up to this Capitol with a free-soil

constitution. When she comes, Congress will

give her one-fourth of Texag, and tell that Stute

her remedy is in the courts.  In order tu deter-

mine the elaims of Texas, Congress will be called

upon to decide against her.

The South are united to a mnan ngninst the
Wilmot Proviso. It is only necessary to lay the
facts before that same people, when their indienn-
tion will be still more intense against this unjust,
unprecedented, cowardly policy. The President
may truly say, as one nightier than us all, 1 come
not to send peace on earth but a sword,

There is nota feature in all this plan which
meets with any approbation; yet I have heen
andam now for the doetrine of non-intervention
with the territories. That doctrine presupposes
the formation of territorial govermments, and
their continuance as such till they obtain o fixed
and permanent population. It extends the Consti-
tution and laws of the United Siates over the
country, and necessarily protects every lawful
right of person and property of her citizens. It
makes no discrimination between rich and poor,
between the property of the peopie of any deserip.
tion, but gives alike protection toall.” Ttabol
ishes, it abridges no rights of any, but it main-
tning, it guards, it defends, it conserves every
right of every _I:ili?_.l"li.‘ It enforces contruets, it
protects reputation, it shields the life and liberty of
all. How doesit bear upon therightto carry slaves
to the territories? This is best answerad by My,
Webster while Beeretary of State, in his able and
unanswerable argument to Lord Ashburton i bee
half of indemnification for the loss of the sluves
by the brig Creole. Hesays :

“In the Southern States of this Union, slavery
exists by the lawa of the States, aund under the
gunrantee of the Constitution of the Unied
States; and it has existed i them from n period
long untecedent to the time when they ceased to
be British colonies.

A vessel on the high seas, beyond o murine
league from the shore, is rezarded as port of the
territory of the nation to which she belongs, aid
subjected exclusively to the jurisdiction of that
nation.”

Aguin: afier speaking of husband and wife, he
continues:

It may be said, that in such instances per-

sonul relations are founded in contract, and there-
fore to be rexpected; but that the relation of maoster
and slave is not founded in contrnct, and therefore
is to be respected only by the law of the place
which recognizes it. hoever so reasons, en-
counters the authority of the whole body of pubi-
lic law, from Grotins down; beeanse there are
numerous instances in which the law itself’ pre-
sumes or implies contraets, and, prominent among
these instances, is the very relation which we are
now considering, and which relation is holden Ly
law to draw after it mutuality of obligation.”
The doetrine here met forth, has been the uni-
form prineiple on which this Government hns
been conducted, up to the era of the Wilmot
Proviso. If a ship at sea is regarded as the terri-
tory of the Uhited States, where the manter's
rights will be shielled by the flag of the Unian,
much more will it be g0 in the actual territnry,
which is the common property of all the Stares,
Thisdoetrine of non-intervention—sn juat, «ofir,
sa equal in itself—is totally perverted from 1w
legitimate use by the Admimstration. It not
only perverts that principle, 80 comphmeniary
anta congeninl tn freemen, but it nbuses a plain
power of the Constitution—the power to adimit
new States. But it is so palpable that the direc-
tion is here taken from the principle of holding on
to place, rather than serving the country, protect-
ing the wenk ngainst the strong, and of endea-
voring to malke the blessings of government, like
the dews of heaven, fall alike upon all, that it
needs only to be seen to be despised.
If by the action of the people of California she
is to be considered now a sovereign State, then it
must follow, as certainly as niﬁhl the day, thatthe
title to every acre of Innd within her large boun-
daries has Eﬁ('l‘l divested from the United States
and is invested in that State; and the President
has advised these people to commit a wholesale
robbery; and he has voluntarily surrendered this
large amount of public property into the hands of
individuals who went and remained upon it by
the mere sufferance of Congress. If this propu-
sition be true, the President has been guilty of o
most flagrant and fearful usurpaton of 'II"'I wer—
and I ask you, Demoerats, if you are willing, in
order to surmount one difficulty, of excluding
Southern men from that country by your own
act, to sanction a usurpation 0 MONStrous in is
nature, and so dangerous as a precedent, that, in
case of n closely contested state of parties, the
Executive wuu{d have the power to create ut
will, peers of the realw, to sustain his ill-gotten
wower ?

If this proposition be not true that California i
yet u sovercign State, then it follows, we are
culled upon to exert the power of creating o sov-
eignly—a pre ive which would have alarme!
the plain republicans of former days. But you
not only eall upon us to create a State, but you
also require ws to breathe vitality into a dead
carcass, in order to work out our own excli-
sion from the territory. How Southern men
opposed to the Wilmot Proviso can reconciis

emselves to such & measuare, is perfectly inex-
licable to me.

Here is proof as clesr as the noonday sun of

their aetion. 1believe to-morrow, excluding the
office-seekers, California would Srel‘era territor-

The evidence before us must conviics every
man that New Mexico is opposed to a Stue Gio
vernment, and excluding Indiuns and half-breeds,
her population would not _entitle her to such a
position. Will you foree her to. live under mili-
tary government, which the President, in his par-
tiality for military rule, recommends Lo us as the
best they have ever enjoyed, until she consents?
And in &e meantime, all the agitation which has
disturbed the country for the last three years,
s on with increased impetus.  Our Umon may
strong enough to withstand many assaults, but
constant cropping will wear away stones; and it
is time we should feel the magnitude of the task
imposed upon us. ;
ecting this plan, I turn néxt to the compro-
mis:jnf lgf Com?nin.e of Thirteen, at the other
end of this Capitol. 1 feel unwilling to reject
that proposition without a careful and candid ‘ex-
amination; and T feel to say, afer full re-
flection, as it stands it can never receivé my sup.
port; but with the establishment of non-#ierveqs

Constitution is s republican as that of Califoi-.




